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Hauge Foreign Mission, Inc..
“Work for the night is coming”

Serving Christ in: Hungary - Mongolia - Ethiopia - Japan - Peru - Bolivia -    
Kenya - Tanzania -     In Partnership with NLM & EKE                                                                                                

The official end of summer may be several weeks into September according to the 
calendar, but for many, the Hauge Foreign Mission Labor Day Family Retreat is the 
bridge between summer vacaBon and the new school year. It’s a refreshing weekend 
of no cooking, no cleaning, great fellowship, games, water slides, golfing, craGs, 
swimming, singing, outdoor play, and solid teaching from God’s Word. And in spite of 
COVID-19, this year was no different. Only slightly down in aRendance from previous 
years, more than 110 people aRended this year’s family retreat, a number of them 
from families aRending for the first Bme.  
Because of travel restricBons, the couple that was originally slated to speak at the 
retreat on behalf of EKE, the Hungarian organizaBon dedicated to spreading the 
Gospel in Hungary, was unable to aRend. Two other presenters filled their slots. 
Pastor Jonathan Unverzagt, pastor of Christ Is Lord Free Lutheran Church in Onalaska, 
WI, shared about the work of Hope Centers for Children of Africa (HCCA), the 
ministry he now directs. The organizaBon has work in both the D. R. Congo and 
Uganda and focuses on helping widows start small businesses in order to support 
themselves and the orphans they have taken in. In countries where disease and war 
are constant threats, many children are leG homeless, so HCCA has obeyed the 
biblical command to “help widows and orphans in their distress.” Most of the 
women have a number of children of their own besides the ones they have offered 
to care for, so the micro-loans provided by HCCA have been a huge blessing to them 
in helping them get on their feet again aGer the loss of their husbands.  
Pastor Jim Johnson, director of the AFLC Home Missions, was the evangelist and 
adult Bible class speaker and filled the other mission hour slot with a fascinaBng 
presentaBon Btled, “Hauge’s Best and Worst Years in Missions.” Not only did those of 
us aRending end up richer in our knowledge of history, but we ended up challenged 
to live out our own faith as Hans Nielsen Hauge did in Norway back in the 
1770s-1800s. AGer a dramaBc conversion experience, Hauge launched into his goal 
of aRempBng to visit every city and town in Norway. He logged around 1500 miles/
year, jogging between villages and knigng while he jogged. (He was not one to waste 
Bme and would sell his kniRed creaBons to help fund his travels.) During his lifeBme, 
he covered approximately 10,000 miles on foot, and the areas he visited are sBll 
reaping the benefits of his having been there, not only spiritually but economically 
since he helped start many businesses as he went. 



Would you like to support HAUGE FOREIGN MISSIONS! 

Donating to the work of Hauge Foreign Mission is now even easier!   
We have added a Donation button to our web page at 

www.haugemissions.org   If you click on the tab you will be able to 
select any of the missions that HFM supports and have your donation 

given immediately. 

InteresBngly, due to the French RevoluBon going on at that Bme, there were non-
travel laws (one couldn’t leave his home county without a passport) and 
government mandates that restricted gatherings of more than 20 people (however, 
the mandate didn’t seem to be enforced for dances, parBes, and pub talks, 
primarily just for religious groups). It wasn’t legal to start congregaBons, so Hauge 
started “socieBes of friends.” He was eventually imprisoned, but not before he had 
completed eight mission trips. He wrote, memorized scripture voraciously, 
revitalized the whole Norwegian economy, and energized the younger generaBons 
in their walks with Christ, challenging them to share the Gospel.  
In our evangelisBc services, Pastor Jim Johnson presented three ways to respond to 
the call of God. The first is being “All In” (Luke 8:1-2)--playing offense for Jesus, not 
defense. Being a warrior! The second way is being “Halfway There” (Luke 
8:5-8&10)--saved, but not part of the adventure. These people live with guilt and 
are the most miserable ChrisBans of all. When hearing the parables of Jesus, they 
don’t fully understand, unlike the “All In” ChrisBans to whom God gives the full 
picture (Luke 8:11+, 14, 15). The last group is the “Just Gegng Started” group. This 
group includes The Lost--those who don’t know Christ, The Hitchhikers--those who 
come for a short Bme and drop out, The “McChrisBans”--those who are in it for the 
fun (consumers, not givers), and The Disciple-makers--those who are excited about 
volunteering for the church. So what are some of the reasons for people saying NO 
to Jesus Christ? 1. They are unwilling. 2. They are too busy. 3. They are opposed. 4. 
They won’t change. But the real quesBon is...what is YOUR response to God? Is 
there stuff in your life that’s just cluRer signg around? Are you signg on Bme? 
Money? Talents? 6,000 churches in America close their doors every year while only 
4,500 new ones start up; that’s a deficit of 1,500. How will we respond? Are we in 
the All In group, ready and willing to make a difference for the Lord? Or are we 
signg back and coasBng, waiBng for someone else to do something? Let’s pray that 
we will be people of acBon, warriors for the kingdom in a Bme that seems a liRle 
too uncomfortably similar to the days that Hauge lived in. God’s Word is sBll as 
fresh and acBve today as it has always been. And God is able to use us wherever we 
are and with whatever we have. See you at the 2021 Labor Day Family Retreat!  
      - Hope Unverzagt 

http://www.haugemissions.org
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NEWS FROM NORWEGIAN LUTHERAN MISSION



NEWS FROM EKE 
(Lutherans for theGospel) 

in Hungary

Sowing seed through a week-end 

When this year began, I felt it very important again to participate the 
weekend youth retreat of EKE between February 14 and 16, 2020, 
together with members of the youth group of the church of 
Balatonfüred. A week-end camp like this is a gift just by itself, because 
on my own, living my weeks full of rush with no limits, I would never 
allocate a full week-end to come to God. The Word of God, preached 
on mornings and evenings, talking and praying in groups help me a lot 
in strengthening my faith, for the Lord always tells me something 
through His Word, the preacher, or a participant. I came to this event 
with great expectations, looking forward to meeting brothers and 
sisters, and being silently in God’s presence, waiting for Him to 
strengthen me or to rebuke me. 
The central passage of the event was the parable of the farmer who 
sows seed. Hearing the first sermon on the seed falling along the path 
(Luke 8:5; 11-12), which means we hear the Word, but the devil takes 
it away immediately, we were challenged with the question, “what is 
your heart like?” Have you ever received a heart of flesh in place of 
your heart of stone? Did your old self die, and were you born again? It 
is hard for the Word to grow roots in a person with a heart of stone; the 
devil will soon take it away. I had experienced this in my own life, too. 
As a child of a pastor, I have often heard the Word of God since my 
childhood, but it took long for it to have roots in me, turning my heart of 
stone to a heart of flesh. However, a heart of flesh can grow hard, too. 
I noticed myself that on listening to the Word of God, my attention is 
often drawn to unimportant things. It was funny to hear the examples, 
such as “look at that spider on the wall, it’s going to climb on you,” “that 
car in front of the church was a nice one,” but it made me sad to 
remember how often I fell into this myself; for instance, while listening 
to a preaching, I started to think of how I could repair the flaw on the 
wall of the church. Apart from that, I never liked the attitude of knowing 
everything, and yet I had to find that it was me. It was sad to recall 
hearing a devotion and finding that all I remembered were what the 
pastor ought to have said differently. I had talked to myself about this 
during the devotion, but I did not get the message. (Continued)



These thoughts really closed the door before the Word of God. On the 
other side, I had to examine if I was not an instrument used to take the 
seed away. Good humor is a thing we need, but I was reminded again that, 
among others, in youth groups, I can be very sneering and offending, 
though joking. 
The message of the seed falling on rocky ground (Matthew 13:5-6; 20-21) 
is about superficiality, caused by my existing sins preventing me from 
being strengthened in my faith and from getting closer to God. I was 
reminded that in most cases, I can be very patient and kind to strangers 
and to my colleagues… to those who are not so close to me in everyday 
life. Contrarily, in my family, who are with me from day to day, I am often 
morose and offending. This mirrors my current spiritual condition very well, 
for as soon as I neglect my relationship with God, my basket with the fruits 
of the Spirit is getting empty, which impacts my family at first. 
Another kind of superficiality is the inability to witness to God; when others 
blaspheme Him, I often stay silent, though I know I ought to speak. I had 
often wondered how the Apostle Peter could deny Jesus three times. I 
realized I had done the same daily. Each time of staying silent is a little 
step back. I pray for faith, courage, wisdom, because testimony is a 
blessing. 
The part of the parable about the seed falling among thorns (Luke 8:7; 14) 
conveyed the message of being strengthened in grace. “You choose thorns 
because you do not understand the matter of the cross.” It is so easy to 
forget what Jesus Christ suffered for me on the cross; that He died for my 
sins, and rose from the dead to give eternal life to me and to all of us. To 
Him, nothing is impossible; there is no one He does not love, in spite of 
my/our many sins. The wrath and love of God together make us regret our 
sins and turn to Him. Ambition, fearing for money, false love, adulterous 
thoughts, and many other thorns in our lives… all can be solved as it was 
preached – through obedience without conditions, and through 
strengthening in grace. I would like to live a fruitful life, to be strengthened, 
and to help others be strengthened in Christ. How can I do it? The 
following example was a good illustration. “Even a pearl fisher breathes 
more than three times per day.” I was encouraged to pray and read the 
Word of God continuously. And it is true that the more I listen to His Holy 
Spirit, the more fruits will appear, and the more I can stay still and in peace 
on Jesus Christ’s side in trials, and in witnessing by the Spirit. 

      Balatonfüred, Mar 1 2020 



News from the Halversons
in Papua, New Guinea

with Wycliffe Bible Translators





JULY  2020
G. Fund.               400.00
NLM 200.00

JULY ’20 Total    600.00

AUGUST  2020
G. Fund.            200.00
Retreat Sch.      400.00

AUG. ’20 Total.  600.00

SEPT. 2020
G. Fund.                3,041.25
NLM                   200.00

SEPT.’20 Total  3,241.25

Totals for Fiscal year 2020(ending Sept. 30, 2020)
 

Total Fiscal Year 2020
Mission Gifts                   
General Fund           5,891.25
Retreat Scholarships             1,200.00                
NLM                       1,300.00

                   8,391.25

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP BANNER
FOUNDED BY EDWARD NELSON 1943 | PUBLISHED BY HAUGE FOREIGN MISSION, 

INC.
Founded at Toronto, South Dakota 1950

 

Editor
Rev. Jonathan Unverzagt | 5729 Basswood Road | Sparta, WI 54656

 

Please send address changes to the Editor.
 

Treasurer
Rev. Earl Korhonen | PO Box 363 | Radcliffe, IA 50230

 

Please send mission gifts, BANNER subscriptions, and renewals to the Treasurer.
 

BOARD MEMBERS OF  HAUGE FOREIGN MISSION
President: Joel Unverzagt—Rochester, MN          Austin Ross—St. Croix Falls, WI
V.P.  - Sven Hovey - Mondovi WI               Pastor Jonathan Unverzagt - Sparta, WI
Treasurer: Pastor Earl Korhonen- Mpls. MN       Dave Trussoni - La Crosse WI
Secretary - Arthur Dahl - Winona, MN

Retreat Dean - Austin Ross  
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